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HER  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY, 

CHARLOTTE, 

\ 

I 

QUEEN  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
FRANCE  AND  IRELAND,  &c. 


May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

Alphonse  le  roy,  m.  d,  and 

profeffor  of  midwifery  in  the  city  of 
Paris,  actuated,  no  doubt,  by  motives  of  uni- 
verfal  good  to  mankind,  has  communicated 
to  the  world  the  difcovery  of  an  operation, 
which,  he  thinks,  gives  a kind  of  perfect 
tlon  to  this  important  branch  of  Medicine. 
I have  very  ferioufly  perufed  and  confidei> 
cd  his  hiftory  of  the  nature  and  fuccefs  of 
this  operation.  Upon  th'e  firft  view  of  it, 
it  feemed  in  fome  degree  plaufible ; but, 
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having  fmce  candidly  reconfidered  it,  in  a 
relative  and-compreheiifive  manner,  upon  ^ 
the  dead-  fubjedt,  I am,  thence,  led,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  my  own  under- 
ftanding,  to  condemn,  and  give.,  it  mjjr 
mofl  cordial  negative.  Bold  and  dextrous 
diffedlors  may  be  votaries  for  its  eftablifli- 
rnent ; but  able  anatomifts  aqd  phyfip- 
logifts,  it  is  humbly  prefumed,  will,  at 
one  view,  fee  the  train  of  dreadful  confe- 
quences  which,  in  all  probability,  muft  at- 
tend its  adoption*  and  practice.  It  would 
feem  that,  in  all  the  cafes  mentioned,  the 
operation  had  been  performed  unnecef- 
farily. 

Your  Majefty’s  refplendent  virtues,  and 
goodnefs,  and  kindnels  ot  heart,  fo  emi- 
nently difpofed  to  promote  the  happlnels 
and  w^elfare  of  all  delcriptions  of  mankind, 
will  naturally  be  inclined  to  take  under 
your  Royal  patronage  any  thing  wdiich 
may  have  a real  tendency  to  fecure  the 
profperity  and  health  of  thefe  Kingdoms ; 
and,  in  an  efpeciaj  manner,  the  happy 

pre- 
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pirefervation  of  all  women  in  labour : It 
is  with  this  view,  may  it  pleafe  your 
Majefty,  that  I have  taken  the  liberty  to 
dedicate  the  following  pages  to  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  Royal  and  moft  gracious  protection. 

And,  zealoufly  praying  to  the  Almighty 
God,  the  merciful  Author  of  our  common 
nature,  that  your  Majefty  may  very  long 
enjoy  all  poflible  earthly  bleffings, 

I continue  to  be, 

$ 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
with  every  humble 
■ and  becoming  duty. 

Your  Majefty’s 

devoted  fervant, 

JAMES  RYMER. 
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O F T H B 

\ 

Section  of  the  symphysis  pubesI' 

IF  the  fedidri  of  the  fyrnph'yfis  of  the  pubes' 
were  an  operation  of  fimplicityy  of  fafetyj 
and,  above  all,  of  efficiency;  in  the  happy  pre- 
' fervation  of  the  mother  aind  child,  we'fhould 
be  happy  and  proud  to  give  it  ouf  hearty  con- 
currence and  fupport  : butj  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  being  aflured  on  the  contrary,'  from  na- 
tural fads  and  anatomical  demonftration,  of  its’ 
inefficacy,  of  its  dangerous  tonfequences  j and; 
viewed  comprehenfively,  of  its  terrible  and 
butcherly  nature,  we  wifh  never  to  think  of  it 
without  horror. 

The  worthy  tranflatof  fays>  he  “ perceiv- 
ed,” &c. — Our  fenfes  and  mind  are  fo  imper- 
fed  in  the  prefent  mortal  ftate,  that  we  ought 
not  to  build  upon  mere  perception.  We 
fhould,  with  great  circumfpedion,  be  very  de- 
liberate in  drawing  conclufions:  For,  upon  fair 
and  repeated  trial,  it  often  happens,  they  turn 
out  injurious  to  the  public,  and  difgraceful  to 
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ourfelves,  inftead  of  having  a boafted  ten- 
dency to  univerfal  good.  The  more  generally 
this  dreadful  operation  (hall  become  known  to 
the  world,  (to  the  fenfible,  judicious,  well- 
informed  and  cool-headed  world,)  it  is  mo- 
deftly  prefumed,  that  it  will  meet  with  pro- 
portional reprobation. 

It  is  the  duty  of  fociety  to  caft  a jealous 
eye  upon  every  innovation  which  decides  upon 
life  and  death.  We  are  told  that  this  opera- 
tion was  no  fooner  performed  at  PariSj  upon 
Mrs.  Souchot,  than  its  fame  was  every  where 
Jpread,  at  home  and  abroad  j upon  which  were 
formed  various  opinions  for  and  againft  it. 
The  doftor  is  difpleafed  with  every  one  who 
differs  from  his  ideas.  “ Behaviour  of  this 
kind,”  fays  he,  “ has  been  common  m every 
acre.”  Some  went  fo  far,  it  feems,  ^ as  to  rob 
1dm  of  the  honourable  part  he  had  in  the  di^ 
covery  : but,  he  tells  us,  he  was  proof  again 

their  calumny.  ■ 


We  are  very  feldom  able  to  complete  our 
wilhcs  by  a u'tlle  exertion  ; and  wc  venture  to 
doubt  whether  any  of  the  doaor’s  expenmen^ 
can  prove  either  the  utility  or  praaicability 
the  operation. 


While 
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While  we  difclaim  againft  feverity,  and  in- 
decent terms,  our  duty  to  our  fellow  crea- 
tures, and  our  love  of  truth,  authorize  and  call 
upon  us,  to  give  our  fentiments  with  all  thp 
freedom  of  language,  upon  a fubjeft  which  has 
for  its  objedt  the  health  and  happinefs  of  wo- 
men, and  the  prefervation  of  infants. 

For  the  diligence  of  Mr,  Alphonje  Le  Roy^ 
and  his  intention  to  do  good,  the  faculty  of 
Paris,  it  feems,  appointed  gentlemen  to  in- 
fpedt  the  cafe  of  the  fedion  of  the  pubes.  The 
dodor  fays  they  made  a juft  report.  He  was 
honoured  with  a medal,  which  had  his  name 
engraven  upon  it  j but  ftill,  he  fays,  he  ha? 
not  gained  his  due  reward  of  fame  and  repu- 
tation ; he  being  certain,  in  his  own  mind,  that 
he  has  made  difcoveries  ufeful  and  highly  in- 
terefting  to  mankind.  He  confoles  himfelf, 
however,  by  faying,  that  the  uninterrupted 
pleafure  of  doing  good  yields  greater  gratifi-r 
cation. 

Accoucheurs  are  every  where  to  be  found, 
who  recur  to  means  deftrudive  both  to  mother 
and  child  ; and,  as  far  as  our  fmall  portion  of 
knowledge  extends,  we  will  take  our  Bible  oathy 
$ha.t  if  Dodor  Le  Roy’s  operation  of  the  fec- 
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rion  of  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pu^es  were  to  be 
adopted  by  every  accoucheur,  many  a poor 
dear  foul  would  perifb  under  the  hands  of  chi- 
rurgical  butchers. 


We  trull  the  laws  will  ordain,  that  if  any 

accoucheur  lhall  voluntarily  prefume  to  be  fo 

favage  as  to  cleave  afunder,  in  difficult  labours, 

the  pelvis  of  whatfoever  woman,  of  his  own  ac~ 

cordi  and  without  the  advice  and  confent  of  a 

Do6tor  William  Hunter,  he  lhall  be  devoted 
' * . * 
to  Tyburn  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


Do£lor  Le  Roy  goes  on  to  methodize  his 
fubjed  i and,  having  recourfe  to  ontology,  he 
propofes,  firll,  metaphyfically  to  “ confider 
how  the  mind  of  man,  fo  flow  in  its  advances, 
at  length  arrived  at  a difeovery  of  this  opera- 
tion.” Wonderful  indeed  ! we  fliall  prefently 
fee  what  hand  he  makes  of  this  abllrad  en- 


Do(fior  Le  thinks,  comparing  his  with 
the  Casfarian  operation,  that  he  has  perfe6ted 
the  a6l  of  delivery.  We  have  no  helitation  to 
declare,  that  we  hold  both  operations  in  equal 
detellation  and  abhorrence.  Provident  Nature, 
infinitely  kind  and  merciful,  never  intended 
‘ • ' ' fuch 
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fuch  violence  to  the  loveliefl:  and  falreft  of  aU 
her  wonderful  works.  Our  arrogance,  our 
impatience,  our  indifcrimination,  our  want  of 
genius,  and  of  dear  JenJihility ^ often  times  pufh 
us  on  to  the  moft  reprehenfible  and  tragical 
afiions.  How  many  hundreds  of  lovely  forms 
have  been  injured  by  the  fafh  and  unncceflary 
application  of  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  in- 
adequate, ignorant,  and  abominable  fellows, 
who  dare  to  call  themfclves  accoucheurs  ! 

We  Ihall  plead  in  favour  of  unerring  Nature, 
fo  far  as  to  fuppofe,  that  (he  never  yet  formed 
a pelvis  of  proportion  and  fymmetry,  by  her 
own  fcale,  whofe  tranfverfe  and  lateral  diame- 
ters were  not  amply  fufficient  to  allow  of  the 
defeent  of  the  child’s  head,  where  judicious 
management  and  afliftance  were  given,  due 
time  granted,  and  where  the  patient  was,  in 
other  fenfes,  in  health  and  ftrength.  If  a 
pelvis  be  preternaturally  formed,  be  diftorted, 
and  the  diameter  only  two  inches  j where,  in- 
deed, the  lumbar  vertebrse  are  bent  down  into 
the  bafon,  or  the  pul>es  und  Jacrum  almoft  in 
conta(51:,  we  admit  that  no  foetus  could  poffibly 
defeend.  The  fedion  of  the  pubes  here,  if 
a Do6lor  Hunter  advifed  it,  might  be 
undertaken  to  fave  the  mother  ; otherwife. 


can 
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can  extraction  only  be  effefted  by  opening  the 
abdominal  parietes  and  uterus,  with  a view  to 
fave  the  child  ? — Horrid  operation  ! may  every 
diftorted  pelvis  be  fecured  in  the  fingle  ftate 
by  the  laws  of  its  country  ! May  its  uterus  for 
ever  remain  unimpregnated;  and  may  its 
owner  be  blefl;  and  happy  in  celibacy  ! If  un- 
fortunately thefe  ladies  ftiould  conceive,  may 
God,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  grant  them  a fpeedy 

abortion. It  were  better,  eternally  to  be  an 

old  maid,  than  to  run  the  hazard  of  a fplit 
pelvis. 

The  fubftance,  cartilage,  ligament,  (call  it 
which  you  pleafe,)  the  conneding  medium  of 
the  boaes  in  queftion,  appears  not  to  be  in- 
tended by  nature  to  enlarge  the  pelvis  during 
pregnancy.  Its  greateft  expanfion,  if  it  fwell 
at  all,  in  geftation,  would  be  fo  inconfiderable, 
in  the  general  fweep  or  periphery  of  the  pel- 
vis, that  any  radius,  or  diameter  of  it,  would- 
not  be  fenfibly  lengthened.  We  have  much 
reverence  for  Hip'pocT£it6s ; but  the  bones  of 
the  pelvis  do  not  divide  and  feparate  one  from 
the  other  in  the  firft  labour;  neither  do  they 
open  to  the  right  and  left,  like  a pair  of  ca- 
lipers, at  the  completion  of  geftation.  If 
Avicenna  fupjiofed,  on  the  point  of  exclufion, 

, . that 
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that  the  joints  of  the  pelvis  feparated,  all  I re- 
mark is,  he  might  have  been  a tolerable  phy- 
fician ; but,  alTuredly,  a lame  anatomift,  and 
no  accoucheur. 

We  admire  the  queftion  of  Vcfalius.  People 
muft  be  complete  lunatics  indeed,  who  cleave 
their  virgin  daughters  to  facilitate  their  la- 
bours. 

Jacques  D'AmhoiJe  might  have  met  with  a 
fubjedl  where  the  fymphyfis  feparated  a few 
lines : whether  he  did  or  not  is  unworthy  of 
contention.  Mr.  Pineau,  from  the  fpecimcn 
given,  was  but  a forry  phyfician.  To  cleave 
the  pubes  with  a wedge,  is  a dreadful  idea ! 
We  give  Pineau^  however,  vaft  credit  for  fhud- 
dering  at  the  thought  of  feparating  by  incifion ; 
but  muft  immediately  rob  him  of  every  merit 
in  allowing  the  child,  in  utero^  to  be  more  noble 
than  the  bones  which  compofe  the  pelvis. 
Galenj  in  this  inftance  alfo,  fpeaks  like  a fool, 

Mr.  Duverney  having  fhewn  one  pelvis  whofc 
pules  had  been  feparated  by  labour,  is  no  ge- 
neral authority  for  cutting  afunder  pubes  of 
any  poor  dear  foul  of  a woman. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sigault  propofes  the  fediori  6f  the  fyrri- 
phyfis  of  the  ^uhes^  in  cafe?  where  the  Cajarian 
operation  is  performed,  by  reafon  of  the  dif- 
proportion  of  the  pelvis  to  the  child  s head. 
Judicious  and  rational  men  wifh  in  all  cafes  to 
avoid  that  operation.  It  is  poffible  by  it  to  fave 
the  child ; and  in  twenty  thoufand  inftances, 
perhaps,  one  mother  may  recover,  ^ 

It  is  apprehended  by  one  of  the  moft  learn- 
ed and  honeft  men  now  living  in  the  world, 
in  thefe  fcicnces,  that  a well-formed  pelvis  is 
rarely  lb  fmall  as  not  to  allow  of  the  defeent 
of  the  child's  head.  He  thinks,  with  judicious 
management,  that  every  well-formed  woman, 
where  nothing  preternaturally  occurs,  may  be 
fafely  delivered  without  violence  to  her  body. 
He  is  an  enemy  to  all  cutting  and  flafliing  j 
and  abominates  every  indelici^te  praftice.  His 
judgment  is  built  upon  folid  logic  j and  his 
virtues  are  celeftial.  His  vafl;  and  compre- 
' henfive  mind,  ftored  with  univerfal  knowledge, 
founded  upon  faSlSy  is  yet  fo  greatly  humble, 
that,  in  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Efience  of 
all  poflible  exiftence,  it  confeffes  with  fincere 
'and  becoming  humility,  in  proportion  to  ac- 
quired intelligence,  the  more  he  is  convinced 
of  his  own  weaknefs,  his  own  prelumption, 

and 
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and  comparative  ignorance  in  attempting  to 
unfold  the  very  fimplcft  procefles  and  opera- 
tions of  the  infinite  Majefty  of  creation.  From 
this  grand  foul  we  are  prefented  with  no 
flourifhes  of  felf  dignity — no  ill-tim’d  the- 
atrical enchantment — no  blandifhments  of 
fwaggering  vanity — no  defpicable  imbecillity 
of  difgufting  pedantry — no  magifterial,  jefuiti- 
cal,  hypocritical  phiz,  pompoufly  difplaying 
its  infignificant  confequence  in  the  ebuli- 
tions  of  frothy  nonfenfe  ; nor  fly,  dark,  infidi- 
ous,  and  dogmatical  glances  upon  charadters  ; 
nothing,  in  fliort,  but  a great  aflemblage  of 
pleafing  affability,  venerable  endearment,  and 
a noble  altogethernejs  of  adorable  qualities 
conftitutinghis  individuality]  all  founded  upon 
the  broad  bafis  of  common  fenfe,  and  fpring- 
ing  from  a pure  convidlion  of  the  criminal 
pride  of  human  life,  and  the  neceffary  mifery 
of  a finite  perifhing  mortal. 

Behold  a man  at  this  day  complete  in  his 
profeflion,  (having  an  eye  to  the  progrefs,  gra- 
dation, and  prefent  ftate  of  fcience,)  happy  in 
the  perfeyering  fludy  of  doing  good  to  his 
fellow  creatures,  blelfed  with  fuch  angelic  fen- 
Ability  of  heart  and  godlike  fympathy,  that 
he  would  not  torture  any  of  Nature’s  mofl:  ap- 
parently infignificant  creatures  for  all  the  gifts 
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of*  chriftendom  ! This  truly  great  man  nevcf 
was  difpofed  to  gain  knowledge  at  the  expencc 
of  animal  life  ; there  being  an  ample  field  for 
its  acquirement  in  a more  confiftent  and  praife- 
worthy  manner. 

It  was  not  by  the  cruel  fufferings,  by  the 
murder  and  bloody  facrifice  of  poor  paffive 
and  endearing  animals,  that  this  good  man 
difeovered  and  explained  the  fyftem  of  abforb- 
entveflels  in  the  human  fpecies,  direftly  lead- 
ing to  the  nature,  prevention,  and  cure  of 
difeafesj — of  more  real  utility  to  mankind  than 
all  the  grand  difeoveries  of  the  immortal 
Newton  1 

Here  I muft  relate  a dream. — I thought  I 
was  called  to  a family  of  three  people,  fpeftres,  « 
fo  worn  out  and  emaciated,  that  there  was  no- 
thing apparently  left  but  fkin  upon  their 
bones.  I put  one,  naked,  into  a bath  of  warm 
new  milk  j the  fecond  into  a bath  of  warm 
mutton  broth  j and  the  third,  I -thought,  I 
rubbed  all  over  with  the  epiploon  of  a hog  for 
half  an  hour.  I put  them  to  bed  in  flannel  fhirts, 
it  being  froft:  and,  when  I called  the  next  day, 
found  them  all  fat  and  lufty.  It  ftruck  me 
alfo,  that  I cured  cancers  and]  fcrophula  by 

the  dotSIrine  of  abforption.  But  to  proceed— 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Le  Roy*s  operation  has  led  a parcel  of 
dull,  ftupid,  favage,  infenfible  hearted  animals 
of  the  human  figure,  to  mangle,  in  agonizing 
tortures,  faithful  dogs,  gentle  Iheep,  and 
hundreds  of  poor  inofFenfive  brutes,  facrifices 
to  the  horrid  operation  of  cleaving  afunder  the 
bony  pelvis  of  the  pregnant  uterus  ! 

Mr.  Sigault  fays,  as  a reafon  for  the  opera- 
tion, that  an  inch  is  gained  by  it.  Now,  if 
he  means  an  inch  of  circumference,  then  all 
that  can  be  gained  in  diameter  will  be  (we 
fhall  grant  him  a good  allowance)  four  tenths 
and  a quarter.  If  he  means  that  he  gains  an 
inch  in  diameter,  then  the  pubes  muft  have 
receded,  and  fprung  outwards  very  near  four 
inches.  In  fuch  a cafe,  they  muft  have  jerked 
with  fuch  violence,  as  to  tear  afunder  the  liga- 
ments and  cartilaginous  conneflions  between 
Jacrum  and  ilium  on  each  fide.  What  a dread- 
ful ftiock  to  the  delicacy  of  female  nature  ! 
Who  could  thence  be  furprized  if  lumbar 
abfcefs,  and  a melancholy  train  of  evils  fuc- 
ceedcd  ? 

He  fays  the  ft(ftion  was  done  upon  a Jow, 
and  the  parts  reunited  in  fifteen  days.  We 
ftiould  be  mightily  forry  to  apply  reafon- 
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ing  drawn  from  a fow,  to  the  falreft  and 
deareft  work  of  Almighty  God.  It  is  well 
known  we  may  cut  into  cavities  and  joints  of 
quadrupeds,  with  perfedt  fafety  to  the  poor 
animals,  while  the  fame  thing,  done  in  the 
human  fpecies,  is  followed  by  alarming  mif- 
chief  and  fad  cataftrophe. 

The  fwelling  and  foftening  of  the  cartilage 
during  pregnancy,  fo  much  dwelt  upon  in  the 
treatife  before  us,  is  no  kind  of  reafon  why 
the  fuhes  fhould  be  cleft  afunder  in  any  cafe 
whatfoever.  Befides,  admitting,  for  once,  it 
might  be  judged  proper,  who  is  to  perform  fo 
nice  an  operation  ? Can  we  fuppofe  every  wor- 
thy country  pradlitioner  of  midwifery  equal  to 
the  talk?  No  one  Ihould  be  fulfered  to  do 
fuch  an  operation,  who  is  not  in  the  conftant 
habit  of  dextrous  difledlion,  and  particularly 
{killed  in  the  anatomy  of  the  parts.  Let  us 
have  in  view  the  importance  of  the  contiguous 
organs,  which  in  nine  cafes  out  of  ten  would 
be  afluredly  flafhed  and  mangled;  not  to  men- 
tion the  direful  confequences  of  extravafation 
into  cavities. 

Mr.  Le  Roy  is  convinced  “ that  during 
pregnancy,  there  is  brought  about,  particularly 
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towards  the  pelvis,  a foluHon  of  the  earthly  mat- 
ter in  the  mother ^ which  is  converted  to  the  uje  if 
the  fcetus”  We  do  not  admit  of  fuch  an  ex- 
travagant idea,  even  hypothetically.  What ! 
would  Nature  decompofe  the  ofla  innominata 
of  the  mother,  to  build  up  the  flceleton  of  her 
infant  ? 

Softnefs  of  bone  is  a difeafe  totally  abilradt- 
cd  from  pregnancy.  Abforption  of  their 
earthy  matter  might  certainly  have  occurred 
in  Mrs.  Soupiot^  but  not  with  a view  to  make 
bones  for  a new  fubjedt — Nature  had  no  fuch 
defign ; it  arofe  merely  from  the  peculiar 
caufe  of  foftnefs  or  decompofition  of  bone — a 
matter  clearly  illuftrated  by  the  great  Doflor 
William  Hunter,  my  moft  venerable  mailer. 

Mr.  Le  Roy  fays,  he  divided  the  pubes  of 
Mrs.  BralTeur,  who  died  in  confequence  of  the 
injurious  treatment  of  a woman  who  endea- 
voured to  deliver  her  j that  the  pubes  parted  fo 
as  to  admit  his  four  knuckles,  an  extent  equal 
to  two  French  inches  and  a half. 

An  eminent  ledlurer  upon  anatomy,  itfeems, 
in  London,  has  outdone  Doftor  Le  Roy  in 
diftance.  He  performed  the  fedion  of  the 

pubes. 
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jpubeSj  I am  told,  when  the  bones  leparatcd 
four  inches.  Now,  even  here,  if  we  credit 
the  report,  as  the  bones  muft,  recede  upon  the 
principle  of  a pair  of  calipers,  it  will  be  found, 
that  a radius  drawn  from  the  center  of  motion 
to  the  extremity  of  either  pubis,  will  meafure 
nearly  the  fame  as  before  the  operation  ; un- 
lefs,  indeed,  we  fuppofe  the  bony  fubftance  of 
the  pubes  to  be  elaftic ; and,  like  a bent  bow, 
conftantly  endeavouring  to  bring  itfelf  into  a 
ftrait  line  j — in  which  cafe  the  child’s  head  has 
nothing  to  fear,  provided  it  keeps  clear  of  the 
angles  and  ragged  edges  of  the  divided  bones. 
Jf,  then,  we  explain  this  affair  upon  the  principle 
of  a bow,  we  muft  look  upon  the  pofterior  ex- 
ternal ligaments  between  Jacrum  and  as 
the  firing  of  that  bow  conftantly  aefting  upon 
the  ftretch — -tbe  refiftance  to  their  relaxation 
being  the  conhe'(51;ing  medium  of  pubes.  We 
find  the  power  exerted  is  capable  to  feparate 
them  four  inches,  as  is  faid,  upon  the  cutting 
of  the  fymphyfis.  We  wonder,  in  labour, 
when  the  faid  cartilage  is  ini«a  manner  diflblv- 
ed  and  foft,  and  approaching  to  pulp,  accord- 
to  Dr.  Le  Roy^  that  the  bones  are  not  natu- 
rally pulled  afunder  with  vaft  jerk  and  loud 
fnap,  lacerating  all  the  anterior  internal  con- 
nexions of  facrum  and  ilium.  If,  again,  the 
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feparation,  upon  cutting,  takes  place  merely  irf 
confequence  of  the  fpring  of  the  lateral  bones, 
■without  affefting  the  joints  of  facrumj  what  a 
power  muft  be  exerted,  by  the  connefting 
medium  of  pubes,  to  keep  them  together ! This 
affair  may  be  aptly  enough  illuftrated  by  a pair 
of  mechanic’s  calipers.  If  we  open  this  in- 
ftrument,  the  diflance  between  the  extremities 
of  its  legs  will  be  of  courfe  in  proportion  to 
their  feparation.  If  that  diftance  is  four  inches, 
pray,  are  the  extremities  of  the  legs  farther 
from  the  center  of  motion  ? In  like  manner, 
comparing  the  ilium  and  facrum,  on  each  fide, 
to  the  legs  of  the  calipers,  whofe  ■center  of 
motion  muft  be  an  imaginary  point  behind 
facrum  •,  if  we  cut  the  fymphyfis  pubes,  and 
the  bones  recede  four  inches,  what  will  be  the 
confequence  ? will  the  extremities  of  pubes 
be  farther  from  the  center  of  motion  ? and, 
feparating  like  a pair  of  calipers,  is  it  polTible 
that  the  anterior  internal  connections  from  fa- 
crum to  ilium  fhall  not  be  injured,  and  a 
world  of  alarming  mifehief  produced  ? Again, 
if  the  feparation  is  effected  merely  by  mufcular 
force,  and  elafticity  of  bone,  (waving  all 
confiderations  of  feCtions  of  crura  clitoridis, 
flit  bladders,  wounded  uterus,  extravated 
blood,  and  dffufions  of  urine,  &c.)  will  it 

be 


E is  ] 

he  an  eafy  matter  to  bring  and  keep  fuck 
claftic  bones  in  an  apt  contaft  for  fpeedy  re- 
union ^ 

After  all,  neverthelefs,  we  will  acknowledge 
that  a feparation  of  four  inches  muft  neceffarily 
receive  a fegment  of  the  child’s  head,  and 
thence  facilitate  its  defeent  j but  what  be- 
comes of  the  poor  foul  the  mother  ? what 
happens  to  her  body  ? Lord  defend  us  ! Chrift 
^ be  with  us  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  day  of 
judgrpent ! 

% 

Do61:or  Le  Roy  has  adopted  a very  good 
maxim.  He  fays,  he  is  always  communicative 
V in  things  relative  to  fcience,  convinced  that 
the  lofs  of  the  honour  of  fomc  difeoveries  is 
not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  converfation  of  others,  and  the 
confequent  improvement  of  the  mind.  We 
beg,  and  truft,  the  Do6lor  may  allow  us  the 
fame  indulgence  j and  have  to  pray,  that  he 
might  not  accufe  us  of  arrogance,  petulancy, 
vanity,  or  of  any  other  underftrapping  beha- 
viour. We  have  no  manner  of  quarrel  with 
Doclor  Le  Roy  j on  the  contrary,  we  defirc  to 
refpefthim;  and  honeftly  wifh  him  an  abundant 
lliare  of  the  little  good  there  is  allowed  in  this 

bell 
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beft  of  all  polTible  worlds,  ©uf  bufincfs  is 
Entirely  confined  to  the  operation  of  the  fee- 
tion  of  the  Jymphjfis  ptibes;  which,  as  far  as  we 

4 

can  judge,  ought  to  be  laid  afide,  and  banifhed 
thefe  kingdonnis  and  dominions,  witHout  any 
manner  of  provifional  claufe,  excepting  the 
aid  of  the  judgment  of  the  moft  eminent  ana- 
tomifts,-  furgeons,  pliyficians,  and  accoucheurs,' 
io  which  we  bow  With  all  due  reverence. 

Doftor  he  Roy  is  obliged  to  Mr.  Chandori 
for  defending  his  favourite  prop'ofition,  viz. 

that  in  labour  a woman  never  ftiould  lofe  her 
life,  when  under  the  care  of  an  aible  operator.” 
What  a happinefs  to  the  fex,‘  and  how  great  a 
man  Would  the  Dodor  be,  if  he  could  but  ma- 
thematically found,  and  render  infallible,  this 
grand  propbfition ! 

Mr.  Chandon,  it  feerhs,'  in  his  th’efis  dedicat- 
' ed  to  the  marine  miriifter,  Mr.  Sartine^  fays. 
By  this  operation,'  none  of  the  vifeera  effen- 
tial  to  life  are  endangered.”  What  become  of 
the  crura  clitoridis?  is  the  urinary  bladder  of 
ho  confequence  to  life  ? is  there  no  danger  to‘ 
Jje  apprehended  from’  the  tearing,  riving,  crack* 
ing,  and  laceration  of  the  conneftin'g  liga- 
ments ? Can  we  be  alTured  that  no  abfeefs  nor 
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caries  fhall  take  place  in  and  about  thefe parts? 
and,  laftly,  what  efFed  will  be  produced  by  the 
aflion  of  mufcles  originating  from,  and  inferr- 
ed in,  thefe  bones  ? 

^ We  beg  leave  here  heartily  to  acquiefce 
with  the  Dodor.  He  fays,  ‘‘  It  is  a charac- 
teriftic  of  real  merit,  to  feek  truth  merely  for 
its  own  fake:”  wherefore  we  have  the  pleafure 
to  add,  that  having  very  candidly  fubmitted 
the  operation  recommended  by  the  Doftor  to 
the  teft  of  fair  experience,  we  find  it  advife- 
able  to  refute,  condemn,  and  rejeft  it. 

Mr.  Siga'ulty  in  his  thefis,  (he  muft  have 
i)een  a bold,  a daring,  and  a dextrous  furgeon, 
and  an  adroit  difiedor,)  direds  the  operation 
thus  : — Take  a biftory  with  a blunt  point,  cut 
and  divide  the  integuments  above  the  pubesy 
go  through  the  pyramidal  mufcles  from  top  to 
bottom”— thefe  are  often  wanting,  fometimes 
they  extend  three  or  four  inches  upwards,  fo 
that,  in  the  latter  cafe,  a galh  would  be  made 
with  a vengeance ! He  fays,  the  fymphifis 
-of  the  pubes  being  now  expofed,  convey  your 
fingers  to  the  cellular  membrane  behind  the 
puLs,  and  cut  boldly  this  intermediate  carti- 

lao-e : immediately  the  pubes  will  feparate 
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above  an  inch,  and  the  foetus,  by  the  forco,of 
nature,  wi]l  come  fafely  into  the  world.”  Sig* 
auU  gives  this  defcription,  with  as  much  per- 
fc6t  cafe,  indifference,  and  indifcretion,  as  if 
the  fubjeft  of  operation  were  a Chefhire  cheefe, 
or  a^  huge  peck  loaf.  He  fays,  When  tliqi 
power  which  tends  to  feparate  the  extremities 
of  the  pelvis  no-  longer  exifts,  the  fuhes  will  re- 
unite.” This  is  a mere  piece  of  theory  j as  are 
all  his  fubfequent  remarks,  delivered  with  in- 
cautious levity,  and  phyfiological  imprudence. 
He  looks  upon  wounds  of  the  bladder  as  mere 
trifles.  He  exultingly  demands,  And  why 
fhould  not  the  catilages  reunite  ?”  for  this 
plain  reafon — becaufe,  not  being  vafcular  for 
red  blood,  they  do  not  go  through  the  animal 
procefs  of  healing,  like  flefliy  parts  of  ordinary 
vafcularity.  How  can  a man  fpeak  who  is 
not  furnifhed  with  the  apparatus  of  articula- 
tion ? He  is  peculiarly  happy  in  reconciling 
and  accounting  for  every  thing  which  does 
pot  coincide  with  his  own  favourite  ideas. 

The  learned  Gaubius  did  well,  in  determin- 
ing the  government  of  Holland  not  to  give  up 
a female  convift  to  the  butchery  of  Mr.  Catn~ 
per's  propofed  experiment;  Gaubius  did  honour 
to  human  nature ! Mrs.  Souchot,  the  famous 
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example  and  apthprity  for  the  pfaftice  of  this 
Jfedlion  of  the  'fymphyfis  pubis,  was  a woman, 
we  are  told,  of  three  feet  eight  inches  high ; 
having,  we  fuppofe,  an  incurvated  fpme,  and 
a defoVmed  pelvis.  She  had  been  delivered  of 
ieveral  children  by  the  means  of  extraftihg  iri- 
Jftruments. 

The  defire  of  having  this  op.^ration  per- 
formed with  a view  to  univerfal  goodj  or, 

■ fimply,  perhaps,  (as  forry  fcribblers  and 
vain  writers,  and  prating  coxcombs  like  my- 
felf,  are  conftantly  in  the  habit  of  buffeting, 
reviling,  and  oblique  accufation  of  one  another, 
from  little  hearted  principles  of  vulgar  felf- 
puffiing,  of  labouring  under  the  plaguy  ma- 
lady of  cacoethes  Jeribendi)  as  an  author,  to  hear 
the  judgment  of  the  world  upon  it,  led  Doftor 
Le  Roy  to  call  in  feveral  of  the  faculty  at  the 
fourth  labour  of  this  poor  creature.  -He  fays, 
it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  flie  could 
pever  be  delivered  of  a living  child,  except  by 
the  Cajarian  operation  ; fo  that,  it  feems,  for  the 
fake  of  having  a living  child,  they  would  yield 
xip  this  poor  woman  to  providence.  Horrid  . 
why  did  they  not  conclude  to  deliver  her  as 
in  the  former  labours  ? Common  fenfe  tejla 
us,  (that  beft  of  monitors  !;  that  the  preferr 

vation  of  the  mother  is  more  defirable,  and  of 
'■  ' morQ 
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piore  Gonfequence  to  foclety,  than  that  of  the 
fcEtus  in  utero.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  Sou^ 
fhoty  we  are  told,  requefted  the  advice  and  af- 
fiftance  of  Doctor  LeRoy  in  behalf  of  his  poor 
wife.  W.e  afterwards  find,  by  the  declaration 
of  Mrs.  previous  to  this  operation,  that 

flic  " had  had  four  painful  labours.”  Why, 
thence,  for  God’s  fake,  would  any  man  deter-, 
mine,  for  the  plea  of  having  a living  child,  to 
cleave  afunder  th,e  bones  of  this  unfortunate 
body,  at  the  natural  rilk  of  her  exiftence  ? Be-, 
paufe,  quoth  Doftor  LeRoy^  t)ie  diameter  from 
tjle  anterior  to  the  pofterior  part  of  the  pelvis, 
did  not  exceed  two  inches  and  a half  j and  the 
child’s  head,  in  utero,  meafured  at  leaft:  three 
inches  and  a quarter.  We  fliould  be  glad  to 
know  how  the  Dodor  managed  to  apply  his 
rule  from  pubis  to  facrum,  in  a pelvis  contain- 
ing the  gravid  uterus.  He  makes  no  mention 
how  much  the  diameter  of  a foetus’s  head  fhall 
be  diminifhed  by  the  bones  of  the  cranium  flip- 
ping and  Aiding  and  lapping  over  one  another. 
In  I]jort,  it  appears  Doftor  Le  Roy  was  deter- 
mined the  operation  fhould  be  done.  He  fays, 
“ the  moment  the  feparation  was  completed, 
the  pubes  as  if  the  firing  of  a bow  had 

been  divided  “ — Kerrrijh  .'—’’and  receded  to  each 
fide  under  the  integuments.”  What  a ripping, 
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fwafhing,  crafhing,  gafhing,  bloody  gap  it 
muft  have  been  ! The  extent  of  the  reparation, 
he  fays,  was  fuch,  that  he  laid  his  four  knuckles 
in  the  fpace,  which,  he  adds,  gave  him  great 
pleafure  ! He  fays,  “ the  patient  was  deliver- 
ed, to  her  great  joy,  of  a living  fon.”  How  far 
thefe  matters  are  founded  we  leave  to  the  cu- 
rious. The  party  concerned  confefTes,  that  this 
poor  woman  had  great  fufferings  ; llae  had  fe- 
ver j fhe  had  difeafe  in  the  joints  of  the  facrum 
and  ilium  ; the  left  crus  of  the  clitoris  and 
meatus  urinarius  had  been  divided  j and,  wc 
will  prefume,  a flit  bladder.  We  are  told, 
that,  on  the  flxtieth  day  from  the  operation, 
Ihe  walked  down  ftairs  to  go  in  a coach  to  the 
college  of  phyficians.  This  may  be  all  pof- 
lible ; but,  we  beg  leave  to  ajGTure  Doftor  Le 
Roy,  and,  with  all  humility  and  deference,  the 
whole  world,  that  we  fliall  never  perform  fuch 
an  operation  in  thefe  kingdoms  of  our  own 
accord  j holding  it  in  abominable  horror,  by 
reafon,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  of  our  rational 
ideas  of  its  dangerous  tendency  to  womankind; 
and  its  blackguard  confequences  to  our  own 
charadber;  to  which,  with  Dodor  L^i^c/skind 
leave,  we  wifli  upon  every  occafion  to  beftow 
fome  fmall  attention. 
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The  great  Author  of  our  nature  has  thought 
fit  fo  to  conftruft  and  frame  us,  that,  for  in- 
finitely wife  purpofes,  concurring  with  the  ge- 
neral laws  of  created  things,  we  are  liable  to  a 
fufficient  number  of  natural  evils ; let  us  not 
unnecelTarily  and  wickedly  multiply  them  by  our 
own  reftlefs  and  ambitious  invention. 

After  the  operation,  Doflor  Le  Roy  ad<s^  a 
very  curious  queftion  refpedling  the  forceps. 
He  fays,  “ If  after  the  operation  we  leave 
delivery  entirely  to  nature,  it  would  probably 
occafion  pains  in  the  pofterior  articulations, 
and  irritate  and  inflame  the  furrounding  parts. 
Hence  we  ought  not  to  leave  the  expulfion  of 
the  child  to  nature,.”  He  acknowledge^  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  ufing  the  forceps,  and,  in  the  fame 
breath,  afks,  “ Why  fliould  we  then  have  re- 
courfe  to  a method  which  endangers  the  child’s 
life,  when  the  fedion”  (the  cleaving  of  the 
mother)  has  been  undertaken  merely  to  pre- 
ferve  it  ?” 

Dodor  Le  Roy's  way  of  explaining  the  fwel- 
ling  and  foftnefs  of  the  cartilages  is  mighty 
filly.  He  thinks  cartilage  may  fwell  like  a 
wedge  of  porous  wood  driven  forcibly  into  the 
,cleft  of  a rock,  fo  as  to  break  off  huge  pieces 

of 


bf  it.  Here  the  Doftoi*  jfhould  hav6  adverted 
to  capillary  attraftion,  for  which  the  ftrudur^ 
of  cartilage  is  not  calculated.  The  interverte- 
bral cartilages  expartd  from  ,elafticity  ? by  no 
means  from  the  afflux”  or  abforptiOn  and 
accumulation  of  inelaftic  fluids.  Water,  al- 
though its  compreflibility  may  in  fom6  fenfe 
be  proved,  yet  it  pdfiTelTes  that  quality  iii 
fo  inert  a manner,  that  ■<ve  apprehend  it  to  be 
unfit  to  be  ufed  as  a fpring  in  animal  bodies'. 
Neither  can  we  admit  that  the  cartilages  of  the 
articulations  of  the  pelvis  are  endued  tvith  ve- 
getative powers  during  pregnancy.  Who  would 
fay  that  griflle,  in  geftation,  underwent  changed 
Dpon  the  fame  principle  as  that  of  the  pregnant 
titerus  and  growth  of  plants  ? — mighty  ridicu- 
lous ! We  are  informed  experiments  are  going  oni 
upon  poor  paffive  beafts,  to  afcertain  and  give 
us  information  of  the  prafticability  of  cleaving 
afunder  mothers  in  a fcries  of  fueceeding  la- 
bours ; fo  that  if  a flout  young  married  woman 
has  the  luck  of  difficult  labours,  fhc  may  fland  ^ 
the  chance  of  being  cleft  open  ten  or  a dozeii 
times.  May  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  deliver 
them  all  from  fuch  complete  mifery  1 


Upon  the  whole  There  is  the^  kgb  way  ; 

the  low  way  j the  new  way  i the  old  way  j the 
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lateral  way,  of  cutting  for  the  ftone  j — but,  ii 
I recoiled  well,  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  the 
middle  way.  Now,  if  one  could  be  fure,  that 
upon  cutting  the  fymphyjis  of  the  ojjd  puhis^ 
the  bones  would  feparate,  in  all  cafes,  three  or 
four  inches,  with  perfed  fafety  to  the  patient ; 
that  there  would  be  no  cracking,  jerking  and 
riving  afunder  of  the  pofterior  ligamentary  con- 
nedions  j that  ^he  divided  parts,  hard  and  foft, 
fenfible  and  infenfible,  would  kindly  reunite, 
and  obligingly  heal  up  in  fifteen  days,  (as  hap- 
pened in  the  experiment  of  the fow^)  it  would 
certainly  be  right  to  recommend  the  middle 
operation  for  the  ftone  in  preference  to  all 
others.  But,  as  prophecy  implies  a knowledge 
of  futurity,  of  events  not  yet  exifting,  we,  def- 
pairing  of  its  fuccefs,  and  protefting  againft 
all  oracular  affairs,  candidly  beg  leave  to  fub- 
mit  the  fate  of  the  middle  operation  for  the  ftone 
to  the  more  refined  genius  and  improved  judg- 
ment of  future  ages. 
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